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Notes Dorothy Thwaite

“It’s really important that teachers step away and give learners a chance to get on with the business of learning”

“Teaching can’t be a big part of a language course because it’s so inefficient.” 
PN says teaching is less important than planning, designing, and training.   The learners, not the teacher, should be doing the work.

The most important thing is a well designed programme: a balanced programme, divided equally between
	Meaning-focused input
	Learning through listening and reading, focus on meaning

	Meaning-focused output
	Learning through speaking and writing, focus on meaning

	Language focused study
	Deliberate study e.g. intensive reading, grammar exs, vocab

	Fluency development
	In L,S,R,W, practising language the Ls already know e.g., extensive reading, speed reading, 4/3/2 speaking


The four most important jobs that a vocabulary teacher needs to do (NB the order!)

1. Plan and provide a well-balanced course (Nation 2007)

2. Train the learners in the 4 most useful vocabulary strategies (see below)

3. Test the learners  ( PN’s  vocabulary size test, on his website)
4. Teach vocabulary (as one part of language focused input i.e. only 1/16th of the course!)
Vocabulary strategies for learners

1. Guessing from context

2. learning from word cards

3. using word parts (word families, affixes etc)

4. Dictionary use

PN says using flash cards/words cards is a successful way of learning vocabulary.   Word/phrase on one side, meaning on the other (in English or L1, doesn’t matter). 

The best vocabulary teaching activities are those that
1. are most certain to result in useful learning

2. do not require a lot of work from the teacher

3. provide balance in a well-designed programme

4. are simple and efficient

5. can be used over and over again

The ten best vocabulary activities
	extensive reading from suitable texts


	NB Ls need to understand 95% of the vocab for extensive reading practice. *

	Listening to stories
	NB digital recordings now available

	Learning from word cards
	See above

	Intensive reading of suitable texts
	e.g. Tom Cobb Resource-Assisted Reading www.lextutor.ca **

	Quick explanations by the teacher 
	

	A speed reading course
	PN has a free course on his website

	4/3/2
	Learner A spends 4m with a partner telling a story. Then has 3 min to retell the same story to another partner. Change again, has 2min to retell the same story to a third partner.

	Pair and small group activities involving generation
	e.g. the 4/3/2 activity, problem solving, role play, ranking, classifying.
Generative use involves meeting or using a word in a way which is different from how it has been met or used before (Joe, 1998)

	Linked skill activities
	Cf recycling. Same topic for different activities on the same topic - listening, reading, speaking, writing – builds in necessary repeated exposure to the same vocab. 

	Working through well-designed vocabulary exercises 
	e.g. true/false, fill in the blanks, reword the sentence without changing the meaning:

e.g.  I don’t really care for tea (keen)


* A study to be published later this year (in “Language Learning”) shows that learners who made the most progress in reading were those who read the largest amount of simplified material.
**  I find this site fascinating but not overly user-friendly. The vocabulary research and information is more interesting than the stories in my opinion. We have circulated this site before: it has a tool to measure the frequency of vocab items in any given piece of text. 
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