Ukrainian

Ukrainian is spoken by more than 30 million people
in the republic of Ukraine, with many more speakers
in Hungary, Kazakhstan, Moldova and Poland. It is
related to Russian and Belarusian and is written in
the Cyrillic alphabet. There was a time when Ukrainian
as a written language was prohibited in the Eastern
(or Russian) part of Ukraine. The Ukraine wasn’t
always accepted as a separate cultural area and the
language was sometimes referred to as Little Russian
and deemed to be a dialect of Russian.

Like the languages of its neighbours Ukrainian is
arichly inflected language, which means that the
ends of words change to show changes in their
grammatical function. Nouns are feminine, masculine
and neuter. Normally sentence order is
subject—verb—object as in English.

Main verbs agree in person and number with
their subjects. With this system of gender and
agreement it means that often the same gender and
number information may be repeated several times
in a sentence.

Ukrainian is a phonetic language with each
character representing just one sound. It has
additional letters used to represent sounds like 4,
both hard and soft, that exist in Ukrainian but not
Russian.

Ukrainian speakers don’t usually find English
pronunciation too difficult, but English has diphthongs
and Ukrainian has none. The j sound is pronounced
dzh, e.g. John would sound like Dz/on. The er sound
as in earlyis hard for a Ukrainian speaker to master
and ¢4 is probably the hardest English sound of all

NOW YOU'RE
TALKING

COMMUNITY LANGUAGE CARDS

for Ukrainian speakers to master.
The close but different vowel
sounds that occur in English are
difficult for Ukrainian speakers
to distinguish. Neat and n:t would
sound the same to a Ukrainian.
The a sounds in call, map and
branch are all different in English,
but it’s difficult for a Ukrainian
speaker to hear and say the
differences.

Word stress is a lot freer in
Ukrainian but picking up English
stress is not too difficult for
Ukrainian speakers. When
asked How are you?
Ukrainians traditionally
answer with nichego
which means not too
bad. They will usually
learn correct English
expressions quickly.

There is a verb Zo bein
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Ukrainian but it is not used in
the present tense.

Ukrainians are traditionally a hospitable and
friendly people. When greeting they will shake hands,
kiss or embrace and as a sign of approval men might
slap each other on the back. It’s considered bad
manners to come too close when having a
conversation but maintaining eye contact is very
important.
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DURING THE LESSON

Y
Hi/Hello [IpuBIiT Pryveet
Bye/Goodbye Jlo nobaueHHs Do pobahchennya
How are you? Kk cnipaBu? Yahk sprahvy?
Fine/Well,andyou? .. ... [lo6pe, a sik BU? Dobre, ah yahk vy?
Not so good Tax cobi Tuk sobee
What’s your name? dk Bawe iM's1? Yahk vushe im'yah
My name is MeHe 3BYyTb Mene zvoot
Pardon? [Tpowmy Proshoo
Yes. Tak Tuk
No Hi Nee
1 don’t know. 51 He 3Hal Yah ne znahyu
Please Byap nacka Bood luskah
Thank you [sIKy10 Dyahkooyu
Good! JloGpe Dobre
Do you understand?_...._.._._.__.________ Bu po3yMieTe? Vy rozoomeeyete?
Try again Crnipo0yiiTe me pas Sprobaoite shche ruz
Do you want some help? ... Bam no1‘pi6ﬂa JiorioMora? Vum potreebnah dopomogah?
Don’t worry, learning takes time ... He XBHUJIIONTECS, HABUaHHS TMOTpebye yacy....... Ne hvylyuitesyah, nuvchunnyah potrebooye chahsoo
Shall we take a break now? UYu He 3pO5HTH HaM TepepBy? Chy ne zrobyty num perervoo?
Let’s finish (the lesson) now....______ [laBaiiTe Tenep 3akKiHUUMO YpOK ... Dahvahite teper zahkeenchimo oorok
You’re doing well BaM 1ie BAaeTbCs Vum tse vdahyetsyah
Canyousayitnow? ... [loBTOPITH LiEe OYAb Jacka? Povtoreet tse bood lahskah?
Can you answer (the question)? JlaiiTe MeHi BiAMNOBiJb (Ha 3alnMMTaHHA)? Dahite menee veedpoveed (nah zahpytunnyah)?
Now you ask me Tenep Bali 3arMTaHHA 4O MEHEe .. ... Taper vushee zahpytunnyah do mana

Seeyounextweek ... [No6auyHMOCst HACTYNMHOTO THUXAHS . Pobuchymosyah nastoopnogo tyzhnyah



