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From the Manager:
Kia Ora and welcome to the third newsletter of the year. It’s a stunning day outside but still just a bit too cold!! Bring on the summer! 

We have had a busy time and are excited about the upcoming months. In May four members went to Christchurch for the National Conference. You can read a review of Judy Ahmadi’s experiences later in the newsletter. 
We also had the pleasure of hosting Nicola Sutton, our new Deputy CEO, and Philippa Cairns, Manager, from the Bay of Plenty come to Wanganui to review our Quality Standards. We had a very interesting and productive day.
A new Tutor Training course is starting at the end of August and I look forward to hearing from anyone who is interested in becoming a home tutor.

There is some exciting news about Claire Szabo in the newsletter. Read all about it!
I hope that everyone is having a rewarding term and I look forward to catching up with you in the very near future.
See you all very soon.
If you know of anyone who would benefit from attending a class or group, please bring them along.  Classes are free for Permanent Residents.  Non - permanent residents are required to pay a fee of $50.00 per term. Thank you.
Please note: Remember our new classes – “English 4 Employees”. These classes are free to people who are Permanent Residents and who are working (either self- employed, full- time, part- time or casually).
Dates for your diary:
Friday 20th August; 3, 17 September– The Multicultural Women's Group meets at 10.00am
Monday 24h August – Tutor Training course begins.
[image: image4.emf]Friday 17th September –Groups/ classes finish for Term 3. 
Saturday 18th September –Regional meeting, Wellington 

Tuesday 5th October – Tutor Support Meeting 5.30pm 

Current Tutors, please note:

If you have finished your 12 session Tutoring Project, please ring Jane to arrange a meeting as soon as possible.
Thanks.
A note to Tutors: We have vouchers available for reimbursement of travel expenses for volunteers travelling to their learners. See Jane.
Congratulations Claire Szabó - CEO of the Year.

[image: image5.wmf]The National Board and Staff of English Language Partners New Zealand are delighted to announce that our Chief Executive, Claire Szabó has been named Young Executive of the Year, Central Region. Later this year, Claire will be joined by Northern and Southern winners at the Deloitte/Management Top 200 Awards at Skycity Auckland to compete for the NZIM/Eagle Technology's Young Executive of the Year supreme award!

           Good on you Claire! 
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  Cultural Sharing Evening                                                                      
Tutor Support Workshop – “Cultural Sharing”

What a terrific night we had back in May when a number of tutors got together for an evening of refreshments and Cultural Sharing.  It was great fun and an amazing learning experience. Thank you to Anna Liu, Toto Kotamee from the Thai Villa and Michiko Yamada from New World who gave us their valuable time and expertise. It was incredible. Check out the photos below………..
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Have you heard about our New Social English Group? 
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We have started a
Multicultural Craft & Social Group        

 for volunteers and learners.
Anyone is welcome to come along on Thursday afternoons between 1-3pm. 

Come and have a cup of tea, practice your English and learn new skills!
(There is a small cost of $2 per week)
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******************************************************************************************

Resources Update:

I have purchased a number of NEW books and resources in recent months and I encourage all tutors to come in and have a good look at them. There is some fantastic material which could well be used with your learners.
Here is a small selection of some of the books……..

“Passages to English 1 & 2” - Excellent reading/ activity driven books for lower level learners.
Visual Chinese/ English Dictionary – well set out, easy to read.
New readers for Beginner level learners – A good variety. Great for adults.
***********************************************************************************************
Our Annual National Association Conference was held in Christchurch in May……here is part of Judy Ahmadi’s account of her time there.

“Part of the conference consisted of various workshops of which I attended the ones relating to teaching/tutoring:

Politeness across Cultures - Marilyn Lewis

This session discussed some of the purposes for which we use language, what determines the language that we use and considered examples of things that are considered to be polite in some cultures and not others. She advised that we suggest to our students that they observe and listen to New Zealanders e.g. in the supermarket, to help learn what is appropriate in NZ.

What on earth is a collocation? – Rod Lewis

This was an excellent, humorous talk with lots of activities. He showed how many idioms, clichés, phrasal verbs etc that we used in everyday life (up to 70% of what we say, hear or write), how difficult it was for migrants to understand these and suggested ways of how to teach them.

Speaking to communicate: some practical ideas for low level learners – Kim Paterson
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This workshop looked at the various elements of speaking and the stages that you would go through in helping someone to speak in English. Strategies for learners were discussed and we looked at a number of activities that can be used to help a learner develop their speaking skills.

Teaching without resources - Dorothy Cleary and Jo de Lisle
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This was a demonstration lesson based on a suggested topic from the audience – writing to letter to school – and how a lesson, and ideas for future work, could be developed with no materials except a whiteboard.

Working with multi-level learners in a group – Jo de Lisle

The term multilevel for an individual and group was discussed and then the pros and cons of multilevel learning were considered. Sample activities for multilevel groups were suggested together with a discussion of possible resources that can be used.
I found conference to be a valuable experience in meeting people from other centres, catching up and comparing notes with other E4E tutors and learning more about English Language Partners and the organisation’s work and role throughout NZ as well as to know some of the local committee.

I would like to thank the committee for supporting my attendance at conference.” 

Judy Ahmadi

25 May 2010

English Language Partners Wanganui Inc. would like to thank our friends and funders for their continued support…

Tertiary Education Commission

Lottery Grants Board

Whanganui Community Foundation & COGS [image: image19.jpg]
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Left: Romanian folk dancers.


Above: Bep Mooij, Judy Ahmadi, Jane and Penny Robinson


Right: Jane with other Coordinators from around NZ.








Have a Look!!
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Come and hear


Dr Gillian Skyrme


from Massey University


on “Tips & Strategies for Reading”


on Tuesday 5th October            


at 5.30pm.


See you there!


Refreshments provided.


RSVP to Jane – Ph 345 1778








The Multicultural Women's Group News:


The Multicultural Women's Group meets fortnightly during term time and has been going for well over TWENTY years!! Some of it’s members have been coming to the Women’s Group for over 10 years at least. What a fantastic group. By its nature, it is quite fluid with new arrivals joining quite regularly and others leaving to pursue other goals and activities. 


Every meeting is filled with lively conversation or intent listening to a guest speaker. Trips outside the Learning Centre are eagerly undertaken and this year alone, the Women’s Group has visited a farm at Okoia, a nursery at Papaiti, a local lawn bowling club and the Sarjeant Gallery. A trip to New Plymouth is being planned for next term. 
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