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 LOOK inside this issue for Tips for 

Tutors, new resources and seasonal 
lemon recipes. 

 SHOW your learner the insert on Fishing 

in New Zealand - important information 
they need to know.  

Website Resources  
To access resources from our national 

website enter our site: 

www.englishlanguage.org.nz 

 start at Login 

 then Tutor login and password – 
communicate 

 This will bring you to the tutors’ area 
 select – Resources for tutor 

To download graphics – pictures 

 Select a picture topic 
 It opens in Adobe Acrobat , save it 

 Close Adobe then follow these steps 
 Open a document eg. a Word 

document 
 Click on “open” again, right click on 

the picture and select “copy”. 

 On the document, right click and 
select “paste”.  The picture can then 

be manipulated. 

 

Presentation of Adult Learner 
and Tutor Awards 

We invite you to join us for this year‟s  
Adult Learners‟ Week function held in 
collaboration with English Language 
Partners, North Shore: 

Date:  Saturday 11th September 2010 

Time:  10.00am – 12.00pm 

Venue:  Fickling Convention Centre 546 
Mt Albert Rd, Three Kings, 
Auckland   

 Guest Speaker:  

Hon. Wayne Mapp,  
Associate Minister for Tertiary Education 

Morning tea at 10.00am. Programme will 
starts at 10.30am. 

RSVP by Friday 3
rd

 September 2010  

for catering purposes 

 

Directions for Fickling Centre :  

546 Mt Albert Rd, Three Kings.  Situated below 
Three Kings Library and adjacent to Three Kings 
Reserve, tennis courts and Three Kings Library.  

Manager  Julia Castles  

Co- ordinator  Lily Hao 

Office Administrator/ Resources  Fiona Nicol 

Ph. 278 9099 / Fax 278 9098  

aucklandsouth@englishlanguage.org.nz 

Adult Learnersõ Week Celebration 
Theme: Learn for Today and for Tomorrow 

Resource Library Hours  
We have recently opened the library on 

Wednesday evening for those tutors who 
work.  We did not often see anyone, so 

have decided to make the library available 
after hours, to those tutors who let us 
know when they will be coming in.  We 

will be happy to be fit in with your needs. 
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Manager's report 2010 

English Language Partners celebrated our 2010 
Conference with the launch our 3-5 year Strategic 
Plan. 

The Vision: That migrants and refugees have the 
opportunity to learn English, to pursue aspirations 
for themselves and their families and to participate 
in all aspects of life in Aotearoa New Zealand. 

The Mission: To provide English language skills 
and social support for the effective resettlement of 
adult refugees and migrants in Aotearoa New 
Zealand. The plan is divided into four Result 
Areas; learners, volunteers, the organisation and 
income. 

Under each Result Area the goals for 3-5 years 
have been set.  Please do phone or email us if you 
would like a copy of the plan. 

If you have never been to a Treaty workshop I 
would encourage you to come to the Uxbridge 
Centre on 24 September at 9:30am, where 
Christine Herzog will talk about the Treaty. 

The Mini Conference was a great success and it 
was great to see so many of you there. I hope that 
you and your learner will be able to attend the 
Adult Learners‟ celebration in September. It is a 
good opportunity for tutors and learners to meet 
and celebrate lifelong learning. 

I hope you all continue to enjoy your tutoring.  
Remember if you need resources please phone us. 

We can always post them to you. 

Happy tutoring 

Julia  

Farewells and Arrivals 
Farewell to Tina Chatfield  

By the time you read this Tina will have started 

her full time job at Vodafone.  Tina was with us 

for over 2 years and we especially appreciated 

Tinaõs IT experience when we had had our name 

change and all our documentation needing 

changing.  We wish her well with her new job. 

Welcome to Fiona Nicol 

Fiona has worked on a temporary basis for us 

when she filled in for both Tina and Lily earlier 

in the year.  She has a BA in Education and has 

recently come from a background in sales 

management.  Fiona will transfer these skills to 

her new role in the office where she will also 

manage the Resources.  She is looking forward 

to meeting tutors and learners when they come 

in to the office. 

Not strictly a farewell but Karesse will continue 

teaching pre-literate learnersõ, but study 

commitments have meant she will relinquish her 

position as our Resource Librarian.  She has 

made a wonderful contribution to our library 

with many worksheets she has developed which 

will continue to be used by tutors for low-level 

learners. 

A Tutorôs story   by Ann Smith 

My First Students: 
I retired from work and wanted to keep busy with volunteer work.  I saw an advertisement for 
teaching English to new immigrants and as I have enjoyed travel and meeting people from 
other countries I decided that it would be an interesting challenge.  I had never had any 
teaching experience at teaching.   
 
After participating in the thought provoking training course I was given a middle aged couple 
from China who came to New Zealand with their daughter.  They had no English and between 
lessons practiced and revised their work. 
 
When I visited I was always greeted enthusiastically and after that had learnt to use the buses 
and shop by themselves would happily show me their purchases from their outings. 
After 12 lessons we are now able to have basic conversations with each other and I can see 
their confidence growing.  I have enjoyed a great sense of satisfaction in knowing I am helping 
my students to enjoy their new life in New Zealand.  



Terrific Tips for Tutors -Adele Pullen 
 Encourage your learner to join their local library in order to borrow FREE .books 

and tapes which can help them improve their English. 

 Given that many immigrants speak only their own language at home, suggest 
that they try a 5min „English course while they have their evening meal; this 
means they will speak only English during that time.  (Good luck with this!)  
Several folk I have encouraged to do this say either their family don‟t want to, or 
if they make mistakes they won‟t know they have made mistakes. 

 Have your learner keep a diary no matter how limited their English is.  You can 
go through it with them and as you correct it can be used as a teaching focus. 

 See if your learner could become involved in the school his/her children go to 
perhaps, helping out in the library or in the classroom.  They would then be 
spending some time in an English speaking environment and might get to know 
some other parent helpers. 

 Encourage your learner to buy a dictionary with English and their own language 

 If your learner is looking for employment, read through the “Situations Vacant “ 
section in your local community newspaper with him and discuss what the 
position requires; whether or not the learner has some of the skills required or 
what could be done to get these skills. 

 Look at the headlines in a newspaper, have your learner choose one that 
appeals and discuss it. 

 Look at flyers that arrive in the letterbox especially the supermarket ones and 
see what your learner recognises. 

 Ask about your learner‟s religion or philosophy and discuss the subject (in a 
gentle way).   

 I have found that my learners are generally interested to find out about which 
religions and philosophies are prevalent in New Zealand. 

 Use a map to pinpoint where they have come from to reach New Zealand and 
also mark any places they have visited in New Zealand. 

 Always give your learner homework.  Depending on the competence of the 
learner either discuss it all first then have the learner do the written work at 
home,  or let the learner work out what do at home. 

 Encourage your learner to go to parent-teacher meetings (perhaps you could go 
too).  One of my learners is too scared to go because she doesn‟t feel 
comfortable about having a discussion only in English with a relative stranger 

 Encourage your learner to speak English at every opportunity eg. at the 
supermarket checkout.  Say ”Good morning” or” Hello”. Hopefully, the operator 
will reply.  Same thing at the local shops.  If dropping children off at school, say 
“hello‟‟ to other parents. 

 Have your learner phone you on a regular basis so they HAVE to speak English. 

 Encourage your learner to watch some English language television on local 
channels.  Some of the children‟s programmes may be worth checking out 
because the people don‟t always talk as fast as those in adult shows. 



 

                          
Complete your NZQA Certificate and go in 
the draw to win a mid year 

HAMPER 
All tutors completing their home tutor 
certificate between 30th December 2009 and 
30th August 2010 will go in a draw to win a 
wonderful hamper. 
The prize will be drawn at the Adult 
Learnersõ Celebration at the Fickling 
Centre on 11th September 2010 

Congratulations  

The following tutors have 
completed their NZQA 
Assessments. 

Laurette Smith  

Jimmy Ross  

Mihyon Humphrey  

John Humphrey 

Mahmoud Gheidian 

Ron Hatton 

Roger Staples 

Vanessa Hatton 

Shelagh Glynan 

Ann Smith 

CK Phang 

Amrith Jay 

Lye ken Kan 

Yan Zhang 

Gengokessavie Naidoo 

Larraine Barr 

Ahmad Casey 

Vanita Prasad 

Averil Stanner 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Importance of Giving 

Giving has been proven to have amazing physical 
and emotional benefits.  The 
Listener(26thDecember 2009)comments on a study 
of retired volunteers in the United States which 
showed that they were calmer, happier, and had 
higher self esteem than those retirees who did no 
voluntary work.  The big plus is that they also had 
fewer aches and pains and lower rates of heart 
disease – perhaps they were too busy to notice!  

The Benefits  for 

 

It is nice to think that our hard working tutors also gain! 

Giving has been proven to have amazing physical and 

emotional benefits.  The Listener(26th December 2009) 
comments on a study of retired volunteers in the United 

States which showed that they were calmer, happier and 

had higher self esteem than those retirees who did no 

voluntary work.  The big plus is that they also had fewer 

aches and pains and lower rates of heart disease ð 

perhaps they were too busy to notice! 

Quote: 

òVolunteers donõt get paid, not because they are 

worthless, but because they are priceless.ó 

     Sherry Anderson  

 

Welcome to our tutors from Course 3 

in Papatoetoe, our largest group this 

year. 

 

 

Back row from left to right are: Megan 

Brennan, Susie Tamapeau, Mary Anne Richards,  

 Dianne Temple, Rajinder Kaur, Maxine James, 
Vishnu Prasad  
Middle Row: Lucy David, Emma Murtagh, Jan 

Sutherland, Christine Williams, Waina Kaiawha, 
Lotofoa Taala, Flora Woonton, Uma Prakash, 

Katarina Drulidruli,  Regina Singh 

Front row: Maraea Edmonds, Jaswinder Kaur, 

Meleane Haiaga, Gail Britland, Christine McLaughlin, 
Sheryl Hazelwood, Anita Charan, Margaret Bennett , 

Gaylene Cooper  

Absent: Robert Tuiloma  

 

 



LEMON SLICE  

INGREDIENTS 

Base  

2 cups standard flour 

½ cup icing sugar 

150gms butter 

11/2 cups sugar 

 

Filling  

Grated rind of 2 lemons 

1/4 cup lemon juice 

¼ self raising flour 

3 eggs 

11/2 cups sugar 

 

Directions:  

Mix in a food processor, ingredients for base and press into a 23cms sponge roll tin, 

lined with baking paper.(The mixture will be quite crumbly but will set when cooked)  
Cook at 160c for 20mins. 

Mix remaining ingredients in food processor and pour over base and cook for a 
further15 mins.  Cool and dust with icing sugar before cutting. 

 

 

 

LEMON CUP CAKES   

INGREDIENTS 

 

½ cup caster sugar   ¼ tsp salt 

Finely grated rind of one lemon ½ cup yoghurt 
1 egg      1 tbsp lemon juice 

½ cup oil     1 cup self-raising flour 
Icing  

2 cups icing sugar   25g butter melted 
1 tbsp passionfruit pulp (optional) 

 
 

Directions  

Preheat oven to 180C.  Mix sugar lemon rind and egg until pale and creamy.  

Add oil, salt,yoghurt and lemon juice and mix well.  Slowly mix in flour.  Spoon 
mixture into 12 paper cups in muffin pans and bake for 15 mins until springy on the 

surface.  Mix together icing sugar, melted butter, and passion fruit pulp.  Mix well, 
adding enough hot water to make a smooth icing.  Spread over cooled cup cakes and 

allow to set. 
 

 

 

Recipes Juliaôs seasonal l emon recipes  

 
 



Alpha to Omega  
The A-Z of Teaching Reading Writing and Spelling  

Alpha to Omega is a phonetically based multi-sensory programme 
written specifically for dyslexic learners though also suitable for use in 
wider contexts. While Alpha to Omega may be used specifically to 
remediate spelling this skill is not dealt with in isolation, rather it is 
incorporated into the wider skills of reading and writing. The programme 
is designed to be worked through with a tutor or teacher with dictation 
as an integral component thus speaking and listening play vital roles..It 
is highly structured, cumulative and multi-sensory, providing opportunity 
and resources for both reinforcement and over learning. 

Lesson content 

Each lesson consists of presentation and practice of words and spelling patterns first in isolation then in 
context of dictation sentences. In addition, a variety of worksheets, games and other materials may be used 
to supplement these core activities and reinforce the main teaching point. 

STEP 1 A new spelling pattern is introduced using directed discovery methods by which the students 
are guided to discover the rules for themselves. 

Auditory student listens to and identifies the common sound in a group of words 

Visual student reads words and links the sound to the letter pattern 

Writing student is asked to write the spelling pattern correctly (cursive script 
recommended)  

STEP 2 Words for reading  
The student reads selected words aloud.  
Auditory or visual patterns are discussed to highlight spelling pattern Vocabulary is also 
discussed 
Sight words (high frequency irregular or regular words), are introduced prior to introduction of 
their spelling pattern as they are needed earlier 

STEP 3 Words for spelling 
In choosing words, ways to learn, memory strategies, etc the teacher should consider what 
best suits the student. There is no „one size fits all‟ offered though the Simultaneous Oral 
Spelling (SOS) method is recommended, the two forms of which are:  

1. sounding out the letters in the word (essential in the early stages of learning to 
spell) 

2. spelling out the letter names of the word  
The student repeats a word spoken and written for them, writing the word while pronouncing 
the sound or name of each letter. The muscles of the mouth moving along with the muscles of 
the hand. Finally the whole word is repeated again. 

Word lists 

The teacher chooses words (for reading or spelling) from a word list arranged according to spelling patterns 
and word families taking into consideration age, literacy level of the student and complexity of words. 

Sentence dictation  

The dictation activity is regarded as the most vital component of the programme. Through this, learned words 
are set into lexical and semantic contexts and into the broader context of writing skills. Short term memory 
development is also being targeted. Dictation sentences, like the word lists, are grouped according to spelling 
patterns and leveled to target three different groups as outlined on the next page. 



 Content and structure Target Students 

Group 1  simple vocabulary and concepts, short 
sentences 

Primary age and low reading level 

Group 2 more complex vocabulary and sentence 
structure, some longer sentences 

Secondary age 

Group 3 polysyllabic words, more complex vocabulary 
and sentence structure together with more 
adult concepts 

Adult students 

Writing 

In order to incorporate the newly learned spelling patterns the student is asked to select 5 words from each 
session and to write sentences using them thus developing vocabulary, 
expressive writing and punctuation. 

Step by Step  

Reading 
A phonics based reading programme  

that is structured and cumulative starting from absolute 

beginner level published by Galore Park UK. 

Step by Step Reading, first published in 2006, is based on the Synthetic Phonics approach. The 

programme was developed by author Mona McNee while teaching her son Tim, who had Down‟s 

Syndrome, to read.  

Step by Step consists of 50 steps beginning with the letters c-a-t and culminating with words 

beginning with be-,re-, and de- at step 50.Initially the relationship between letters and their 

sounds is taught in isolation.  

The student learns to sound out the letters, to blend three sounds to make a word then 

progresses to blending longer words.  

A simple structure is followed of sounding out, spelling and writing each letter (or letters in the 

case of digraphs etc). Each new letter is accompanied by a picturable key word illustrated by a 

simple line drawing plus a dot-to-dot illustration of how the letters are written thus incorporating 

the visual and the kinesthetic. The student traces over these following the direction arrows then 

uses the writing guidelines provided for free practice. The student is taught to break words into 

sounds and to blend sounds into words, simultaneously learning to pronounce, spell and write 

those words. 

By Step 14 with the introduction of „qu‟ all the letters have been introduced. An alphabet card and 

letters is used for word building practice. The student is asked to select letters from the card and 

make a word. These are then put back on the card, matching letter to letter and new letters are 

selected to make another word. A variety of exercises are used to consolidate learning including 

gap-fills, picture word matches, simple puzzles and scrambled letters. A vowel chart is introduced 

at step 14. The student listens to a CVC word and writes it in the appropriate column according to 

the short vowel they hear. As the student progresses through the programme more reading 

practise and vocabulary is provided. A website (www.galorepark.co.uk) offers 12 sets of games 

graded according to stages.  
 

http://speld.clad.co.nz/moodle/mod/glossary/showentry.php?courseid=8&concept=Phonics
http://www.galorepark.co.uk/


 

in the library 

Books produced by English Language Partners, Waikato 

 

 
  

 

 

 
OUR THANKS TO OUR FUNDING SUPPORTERS: -  
COGS, Lotteries, NZ Post, ASB Community Trust, Sir 
John Logan Campbell Estate. 

Treaty Workshop    24 September 2010   

Venue: The Lounge, Uxbridge Creative Centre, Uxbridge Road, Howick 

Facilitator: Christine Herzog 

Time: 9:30am – 11:00am 

COME & FIND OUT:: Why the Treaty was written, What the Treaty 

says, What the Treaty means today and Why all the controversy? 


