
Working with 
MULTILEVEL
LEARNERS

Any group larger than one is 
multilevel and even a group of 

one is multifaceted

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Time - 1 hour 15?.   Do presentation then have a 5 minute break before discussion session. Format: Presentation and discussion then small group discussion and feedback using big sheets- to facilitate the sharing of ideas 3 sections 105 minutes 35 per section 35 + 10 + 25 + 10 + 25 or finish early or can have extra time for presentation- if theere is lots of discussion can take an extra 10 minutes …
Quick intro self and involvement with multi level teaching
Multilevel in one person- those who are more competent in speaking than writing or other way round
Multifaceted- ii just had to be that word every factor affects learning



What is covered by the term 
multilevel?

Language level
speaking; listening; reading; writing; 
grammatical and vocabulary knowledge; 
ability to use grammar and vocabulary in real life 
communication

Acculturation level
country of origin; personality; 
length of time here; family factors; 
level of qualifications; occupation; 
life experiences etc

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Just to explain that other factors are as important as language level and language level is an artificial measure- easy to grade in a structured set of classes but the situation is  quite different in the workplace



Individual language learning factors
constantly changing and intersecting

Listening

speaking

reading

writing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
These are all working together- they are all at different developmental points- Also there are different parts to each skill- 
eg: speaking involves  pron, grammar, vocab, cohesion/
 reading has genre, skimming/ scanning/ speed/ vocab/ context etc
Writing has organisation, cohesion and structure/ use of vocab and vocab has many factors too such as collocation and shades of meaning etc etc 
Listening depends on situation and includes factors such as speed and register etc etc
All these langugae factors are a jagged continuum



Acculturation level
affecting and affected by language factors

confidence

ambition

contentment

family
factors

country of 
origin

personality

length of
time here

education

economic 
factors

language 
learning
factors

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain how each factor can affect learning and level of language acquisition- especially in a work place context
Each of these factors is also a continuum- also jagged and interconnecting one factor with another



Who are your learners?
Find out from:
• registration form / background info
• pre-assessment of English 

language
• learner goal setting
• personal learning record
• learners’ stories

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Exlpain briefly how each of these will work.This pre- knowledge can save planning time later and avoid misunderstandings. Personal learning log and learners’ stories get learner buy in and involvement- It is a two way process- if the learners are involved in setting the direction of the learning they will carry it.



Pros and cons of multilevel learning
learner teacher

-talk and work together
-multicultural communication
-variety of experiences
-learn from others’ skills
-mutually supportive learning 
environment  

-can draw on a variety of 
student  experience for 
examples
-wide range of students offers a 
wide range of points of view for 
class discussions
-can use students to help 
spread  attention

-quicker learners may feel the 
learning is too slow
-slower learners may get lost
-may feel lack of teacher 
attention

-it is essential to plan how to 
manage the group
-it is necessary to “sell” every 
activity to the students
-teacher must have a clear goal 
for all students for each class
-may need extra activities ready

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 Give out hand out-  of this because may be hard to read discussion of this slide explain that 2 models handout is coming Explain that thinking about it can magnify problems- a lot is about management and getting learner buy-in.
NOTE: spread attention means divide attention among learners so it is not all down to the teacher… but T has to set it up
Give out & Go over 2 models hand out- explain how they work



Sample activities

• peer reading
• co-editing
• article re-construction
• picture starters
• listening and retelling
• describe how to….
• role play e.g. meetings

Presenter
Presentation Notes
 These will all be familiar can be done with any class but in E4E need to be related to the partciular workplace. Knowledge of work place will be imp… comes from learners and own background info
Go over each… they are only samples you will think of heaps more
Peer reading = reading in pairs one to another checking pron etc also choral reading



Resources?
• magazine/ internet articles
• news in brief
• headlines
• radio / TV discussions
• notices e.g. safety
• instructions e.g. machinery
• Listening to New Zealand
• Password etc…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Talk about how to adapt  and create resources / work sheets. How to have extra ready how to have different levels of work available eg different stories on the same topic for faster readers- work sheet of different activities to work through in a group at own pace… Again only samples…




Over to you…
• Who are your learners?

• What are the issues for you?

• What activities would be appropriate?

• What resources are available to you?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show this slide then leave up in break.
Discuss in groups- self select groups. Put ideas under headings on big pieces of paper. Then each group report back in order to share ideas with everyone. May break again before sharing if need be
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